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On 24 January 2018, Cooper Stakenburg and Michael Poli were
inducted into the Officer Entry, Royal Australian Navy as
Midshipman at a small ceremony of only 9 in Townsville. Both
obtained positions as future Marine Engineer Officers.

They have since been at HMAS Cresswell, Jervis Bay, NSW
completing the New Entry Officer Course which has seen them
complete all facets of military, survival, leadership and officer
training, including short periods at sea and on board HMAS
Canberra in Sydney. Both are due to graduate from this course on
14 June 2018 at a Marching Out Ceremony. Although a gruelling
course, testing their physical and mental stamina, leadership and
teamwork, they have enjoyed the experience and time spent with
others from around the Nation. They will now travel on placement
to other locations in Australia, before commencing their
engineering degree at the Australian Defence Force Academy,
CanberrainlJanuary 2019.
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